
Joiiii Wilkins,

Thirteen months liad passed since the
close of the late civil war, and John
Wilkins, by dint of much
perscvoranpe, was again growing accus-
tomed to his feat her bed. At first, when he
came home, lie rolled a blanket around him
and sleptin the dooryard; thence ho passed,
by easy binges, to the porch, to his bed-

room floor, to a btraw tick, and finally
lie wink to bleep on the feat hers, and his
mother, good soul, was happy once more.
She used to .steal into the room at night,
with candle in hand, and bend lovingly
over her ko i as he Miorcd rapturously fiom
the depths or the reathery billows.

But another visitor came one night and
sealed himself on the foot of John's bed
glowered down upon him with a very
different expression from that in lift.
Wilkins' doting eye. John mutt have
felt this malicious penetrating gaze, for
he btiired uneasily, rolled over several
times, tlien opened his eyes and lay
blinking at the spectral figure upon the
foot of the bed "Well, by Jinks.!" said
he. with hair on end "Who arc you?"

Minks 1 am. William Jinks." nnswcicd
the (stranger in husky tones. "1 am the
ghost or the lebel soldier that you picked
off in the battle of Bull Run "

"Well, vou don't say?" said Wilkins
joyously, forgetting his fears. "Are you
the chap that kept ducking down behind
that old log, and dul 1 leally hit you?"

"I should say that you did, seeing

1

"How do you know

that I have been a ghost ever since,'
the scepter

"Well, I swan!" said John. "1 kept
fmng away through the whole war, but
tills ib the fust proof I've had that any
bliot htuick the mark- - It ectus too good
to be tine."

"It's wiy funny for you. no doubt,"
responded the ghost, "but I can't see
whole my good time comes in. I've had
a btiuggle to find you; iu fact, 1 only got
on voui track a month ago, but now I'm
heie to demand reparation."

"Reparation!" cried John, sitting up
in bed and di awing his knees up to his
chin. "I'd like to know what I'm to do.
You weie knocked out in a fair fight, and
I can't biiug you hack to life."

"True," said William Jinks, sadly, "but
my widow btill lives I took a peek
at her the other day and she is having a
hard time to get along."

How old is slie'."' inquired John.
she must be thiity-thiee,- '" answeied the

ghost, "but that's, neither here nor there.
What you must do is to hunt her up and
tell her to dig the little farm for coal."

"How do you know that there's any
coal theie?" aiked Wilkins, his yankee
iubtinctb aroused in an instant

"It ib m my province to know some
things that are denied to mortals," re-

plied William Jinks, with a mysterious
bmlle- - "Now, the question is, will you
go?"

"Well. 1 don't know but I will." said
John; "but where on eaith am I to
go?"

"It isn't far," baid his ghostthip
"just out of a little village on the edge
or Maryland." And then William Jiuks
entered into a minute description of the
place and how to get there. John lis-

tened attentively, and at the same time
calculated the cost or the trip. The ghost
t'l.ded with the question: "Well, wlieu
can you start?"

"I'll let you know tomorrow night,"
said John, and"-b- ut the spirit had
disappeared, and the sharpshooter, look-

ing through the open window, peiceived
a faint btreak of dawn.

"Mothei," said Wilkins the next day.
"Bhode Island is a tnialler State than I

calculated it was before the war, and I
believe I'll take a hlUc tiip down South "'

Mrs--. Wilkins gaRped in astonishment and
ko far foigot her pies that she stood with
her rolling pin lifted while M e exclaimed
"Now, John Wilkins, wltcie is the sense of
gallivanting all over the United States?
You'll just use up all the savings you've
laid by the last year."

"Mothei , that's Just wheio you aie mis-

taken," said John. "I'm going to make
money on mj trip by belling one of those
patent washing-machines-

"Well, do as you please,'" said Mrs.
Wilkins, turning to her bakclwanl. She
knew it was useless to argue when once
John made up his mind.

That night the sharpshooter went to toed

eaily, and it seemed a long time until the
ghostof the defunctrebelappeared."Vhat
have you decided to do?" heasked, eagerly

"Well, I calculate to start for Mary-

land next Saturday," said John, "and
I'll see your widow in about ten days'
time from now. Is there any message
you wish to send?"

"I should think not," answered the
ghost, emphatically. "I would have
showed up there myself, but I can ap-

pear only to 'the one who cause'd my
death, and it wouldn't be safe for you
to be giving messages from me- - If once
you dropped a hint that you picked me
off, why Lizbcth would everlastingly do
you up. I used to have a hard time myself;
still I thought lota of Lisbeth, and she Just
worshiped me." Here William Jinks gave
a sepulchral sigh.

"Well, then, why didn't you agree?" ask-

ed Wilkins, interested in this disclosure.
"For this reason," replied Jinks. "Lis-

beth was always for working, and I was
bora tired; she could never rightly under-
stand that. In fact," continued he, "I

Sharpshooter bssi

don't know but you did me a kindness at
Bull Hun, alter all, for now I don't have to
hustle for anything to eat; the warm weath-
er doesn't bother me, and I can rest when-

ever I choose. When Llsbcthis provided for
I'll be well enough satisfied, but 1 must
wurn you again about keeping it a dead
secret that you killed me. Lisbeth loved
me to desperation in spite ot everything,
and once she found out that you were my
murderer, your ghost would go tiaveliug
about as mine does."

''William Jinks," broke in Wilkins, "you
are too talkative, and now if you will
kindly evaporate, I'll try to get some
sleep; and Saturday I'll stmt Tor Mary-

land."
Saturday noon saw John Wilkins steam-

ing southward. Occasionally lie stopped
orr at the smaller towns and took orders
for his patent washing-machin- He be-

came quite expert in the art or washing,
for in every house where lie was permitted
to unload he washed out a few pieces or
linen, to show how his m.Tchinu worked,
and its advantages over the
method. Thl was all good practice, as.

he intended, upon leaclung his destina-
tion, to get hoard at Mis. Jinks', to sell
his washer to the country people around,
and to ingratiate himself into Mrs. Jinks'
favor by theoffcr of hi assistance and ma-

chine on wash-lay-- He relt that he must
feel his way carefully herorc mcitioning
the coal field. She must have confidence

that there is coal?"

in him. or she would not 11 -- ten to his story.
In ten days, as he had planned, he

reached the village spoken of by the
ghost, and Monday afternoon found him
headed ror the cottage of Mrs. William
Jinks; but when he knocked, the door was
opened by an old woman

AVilkins made up Ids mind that the ghost
had deceived him in icgnid to her age.
"Is this Mrs Jinks?" lie inquired, po-

litely.
"Law, no" and the old lady smilcd-"I'- m

Mrs. Frcesner that lives with her.
But step In, and Mrs. Jinks will soon
be heie."

AVilkins found himself stepping across
the threshold into a loom meagerly fur-

nished, but neat and cle'an.
lie sat talking to Mrs. Freesuer, who,

in the course of her conversation, con-

fided to him that Mrs. Jinks was really
better off without her husband; ror a
lazier, more shirtless nan than William
Jinks never drew breath "There's Mrs.
Jinks now," she said, suddenly, and Wil-

kins looked out to sec a young woman
coming up the walk.

She was tall and not ungraceful. Her
eyes were dark and the set of her chin
lent a lcsoluteness to her face that s

rather liked. In ract, he was quite
impressed with the appearance or the
rebel's widow. Mrs. Jinks listened in

silence to Mrs. Frcesner's

"Jiulcs I am,

introduction, and then the sharpshooter
added his explanation.

"I had the honor, Mrs. Jinks, of a rather
warm connection with your husband, Will-

iam Jinks, in Hie late war, and it was nis
earnest desire, if he were killed, that I
should carry to you a message of his un-

dying affection. It has been impossible
for me to reach you until now."

"Thank you very much for your kind-

ness, Mr. Wilkins," said Mrs. Jinks, quiet-

ly. ""I am glad to sec some one who knew
William during the war."

Wilkins winced at this allusion; but,
strange to say, Mrs. Jinks asked no more
questions. "Wilkins did not pursue the sub-- .

THE . MORNING TIM ES,1 SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 1897

ject rui titer, but began to state Ids busi-
ness. He was delighted when Mrs. Jinks
declared her willingness to take him as a
boat dor, while he cpiircd thecountry with
his patent.

The rirst night under the cottage roof
he awakened suddenly to behold the ghost
peiched in his old position at the foot of
the bed.

"Well, what nowV growled he sharp-

shooter. "Can't you let me sleep u night
in peace?''

"1 just want to know how you are com
ingon," responded the ghost.

"Well enough so far; but I tell you it's
going to be slow business bi caking the
news or that coalfield to her," said Wi-
lkins.

"Why so?" asked the ghost.
"Why? Because she has got to have

faith in me before .she believes such a
story."

"Well, hurry up with it," said the
ghost, "and get away, for Lizbcth hates
to have a man bothering around."

Days passed. Wilkins had wonderful
luck selling his washing machine, ami en-

joyed life mole and more every day. Al-

ways busy; in his odd moments he fixed
up things about the house and yard, untiK
Mrs. Freener declared he was a god-

send, and confided to Mrs. Jinks that it
was a -- i';ht foi soie eyes to have such a
fine looking man about.

The disclosure of tlie coal field had almost
slipped Wilkin h' mind Every night he
and tiic two women sat on tlie little front
poicli, and Wilkins told all soils of war
anecdotes; but never once did lie mention
Jinks, nor did the widow inquiic concerning
him. This state or affairs continued almost
a month until, one night. Wilkins found tlie
ghost awaiting htm in his loom.

"I'd like lo know what all this delay
means?" he rasped out anguly.

"I'm going to tell her tuiiuinow night,"
said Wilkins with sudden icsolution.

"Well see that jou do," said the ghost,
"or I'll appear to you when you are
with Lizlieth, and scale you out or your

"senses
"Bosh!" said Wilkins
The next night came. It was moonlight,

and for the first time lie found Mrs. Jinks
alone on the porch.

"Mr- - Fieesner has gone to the village
for a little while," she explained.

"I am glad of it," said John Wilkins,
droppingon thestepsat her feet. "Theie's
something I've wished to tell you'," lie

continued, "but it's a discovery I've made
and can be told to yon alone."

Mrs Jinks' hands tightened their clasp
on one another. She looked at Wilkins,
but ho s;it prodding Into the ground with
a little stick.

"It is just this," said he, speaking with
difficulty, for it wis hard lo talk with
her so near and her dailc eyes so soft
.uul luminous. "Well, it's just tins," he
repeated, "I've discovered that theie's
coal on this land, here right under your
hoiisc, and if you have not the means to
make tlie investigation. I suggest that
you let me advance the necessary capital
and share the proceeds. What do you
think:"

Mrs Jinks straightened herself.
"How do you know that there is coal."'
she asked, rather frigidly, as AVilkins

thought.
"Why, your husband lold me his suspi-

cions about it; but I meant to make sure
that his idea was correct heroic telling
you."

"You are more than kind. I'll go iu
now and think it over," said Mrs. Jinks,
rising But, with a sudden movement,
Wilkins rc.iched up. caught her hand and
drew her to the chair again.

"I've discovered something else," said
he, actually trembling.

Mrs, Jenks could iiotspeak.butsho looked
at htm. ai.d something in her eyes gave en-

couragement to go on.
"I've discovered that you arc the one

woman in the world, Libeth: will you
prove it to me?"

Still she sat silent: but her whole face
was eloquent, and Wilkins, moving up
the steps, knelt beside tlie clialr with his
arms mound her

After a time he said, "Let us go North,
for my mother must know you, and while
we aie gone. Lizbeth, we will have a new
house built in the village Then we will
begin work on the coal Held: but now that
you know that it exists, 1 reel easier, for
1 know that Mr Jenks will rest in peace."

"He was always resting, anyway,"
said Mrs. Jenks softly.

That night the ghost came again "Well
did you tell her?" he asked eageily.

"Yes. 1 have told her," said John Wil-

kins, "and she is very happy."
"That's good. Hint's good," said the

ghost, "and I'm obliged to you Jor your
trouble, though I don't see low you could
have done much less."

"I've done my best," answered Wilkins.
"Well," said the ghost or William Jinks,

"now that it'sdone. you can go North again
and I'll keep Lizbeth company She can't
sec me, of course, but it will gladden her
poor, lonely heait to feel me near, as sort
of an invisible presence. How soon can
you leave? Not that 1 wish to Le inhos-

pitable, but still, this house is mine, and I

may as well tell you that I have made
arrangements to take up my abode here
permanently; so, the sooner you get away,
the better."

"William Jinks.'

"I am going," said Wilkins, nettled at
this outbreak. "I am going as soon as I
can get married, which will be" in two (

days1 time."
"Well, well," said William Jinks afra-bl-

"I only hope that you get as de-

voted a wire as my' Lizbeth."
"It is Lizbeth herself," said Wilkins;

"and we shall be happy to leave you in
possession of the premises."

The Natural HcBnlt.
"now did you happen to become such

a pronounced vegetarian?" asked the oldest
inhabitant. "All my subscribers paid
that way," replied tlie country editor.
Tonkers Statesman

I The ,

I Man With 1

I an Opinion I

All day long, a the stage rolled over the
plains of Kansas) Onej.of tlie passengers,
wiio had the look of a school teacher,
kept giving the us his opinion of
tills or that. It was his opinion that

I

-.J-
.

.

"Have yon any opinion ns to what

Kansas was pushed tip from the ocean bed;
that the Jack rabbit was descended from
the kangaroo; that the Indian had come
from I'eru, and that alkali lands wnild
grow watermelons from which brandy
could be made. Every ten minutes e
led, ofr with:

"Gentlemeii, I don't want to put myself
forward, but it's my opinion " and so
forth.

The tiling got to be tiresome after a
while, but lie kept it up until wehadeaten
supper at a stage station, and were wait-
ing for the hordes to be changed 'I hen
he had an opinion on some distant hills,
another on the river close at hand, a
third of a herd of cattle, and a fourth in
a petrification Avhjcli someone had picked
up. One or the passengers on the front
scat was a little. man, who had boldly
opened his mouth all day long, but all had
noticed that he was put out bj; the man
with an opinion Ho had stood'! t just as
long as lie could, and when the opinion or
the pelrilicatlou came he advanced i.poii
the school teacher and said:

"Sec here, my friend, there's one thing
you have forgotten today."

"What's that?" was asked.
"To give jour opinion on this!" con-

tinued tlie little man, as he pulled his
gun and touched the other's nose with the
muzzle.

"That, my dear sir-,-" replied the school
teacher, without a wink, "that Ib a species
of deadly weapon termed a revolver. It
was invented by Col. Colt.l believe."

Ton know what It's for, do you?"
"I do, sir. It is a weapon of offense

and defense. In the hands or a skillful
man it can do great execution."

"Have you any opinion as to what
I'm going to do?"

"1 think I have. I think I've made
you tired, and that .o intend to shoot
me rather than hear any moic of mj
opinions. Vou needn't proceed to ex-

tremes, however, as it is my opinion
that I shan't open my mouth again until
we get to Deadwood."

"Sure you've got through?"
"1 know I have."
"Then theie's no call to shoot."
It was a fui t her ride or rour houis to

Deadwood, and the school readier only
opened his mouth once to speak. Aftei
two hours of deepest silence, he fished
up a flask from his hind pocket and
said:

"Gentlemen. 1 have no opinion on the
subject, but 1 think some of jou aie
spitting cotton, and tills stuff is war-
ranted lo make it easier!"

THE ELBCTRIG MOTOR BICTOLE

An invention has been patented by Sum-

ter B. Battcy, of New York, which makes
the unusual combination ot the electric
spark and etcher naphtha, petroleum or
gasoline. The union or the two elements
is accomplished by placing a battery on
top of the tank containing whatever fluid
may be preferred of the thiee mentioned.
Tlie former is connected by the necessary
wires with the motive apparatus so that
the electricity may cause the necessary
explosion which produces an impelling
rorce, whenever it Is desired.

Battery and supply tank are located back
or and just under the saddle of the bicycle.
The bicyclets supplied with the usual chain
and sprocket whcelsonc or tlielatterbemg
attached to thepedal spindle, andthesecond
sprocket wheel to the axle of the bicycle at
one side of the rear traction wheel. At the
end of the shaft opposite the sprocket
wheel is attached a pinion adapted to gear
with the driving pinion. This is journaled
to a stud that form? part of the casing that
surrounds the revolvablo cylinder, secured
to the shaft of the rear wheel. It is in this
cylinder thatthe pockets are located inthe
outer section which receive a charge or
vapor thatcauscs the wheel to revolve.

Attached to the stud is a crank arm
and pivoted to the-ou-ter end or this is a
connecting rod widen connects with the
piston that moves' within tlie first cyl-

inder. Now it is absolutely necessary that
both of the cylinders shall be of a size that
will enable them to hold practically the
same number of cuuic feet of gas or
vapor. Connecting' these two cylinders
at a point near their outer cuds Is a chan-

nel In tlie form of a tube.
This channel Is, supplied with valves

which automatically open to exhaust the
vapor from one cvlinder and to close it
when the other is taking in a supply. Com-

municating with the rirst cylinder at a
point about opposite the oulet tube is an
inlet tube that leads into one side of a
vaporizer. This vaporizer communicates
with a supply pipe leading to the tank lo-

cated back on the saddle, and the sup-

ply of whatever the tank contains to the
vaporizer is regulated by a stop-coc- k at-

tached to the supply pipe.
The vaporizer has an inlet in its upper

portion practically closed by a pin rest-
ing upon a distributor that holds the
fluid which conies from the tank to be
vaporized. Beneath this sphere there is
a d receptacle which holds any
superfluous fuel, and prevents it from
being drawn into the cylinder through the
tube. Leading into the vaporizer at a
point opposite the outlet end of the tube
is a tube which telescopes with still an-

other tube of larger diameter. Tills latter
pierces one of the walls of the" casing and
receives a supply of expanded and heated
air from the pockets on the outer section
of the first cylinder described. There

arc apertures In this tube which receive
a supply of cold air, and this mixes with
the hot air discharged from the similar
npciturcs of tlie second cylinder before
it is can led into the vaporizer. By this
means the vapoiizatlou of the substance
used as a fuel is largely increased.

Tlie reservoir located back of and
beneath the saddle ia secured to the frame
or the wheel by suitable braces, of which
the casing forms a part. So far as the
electric battery is concerned, it is the
inventor's idea that It will be easier to
place it on top of the supply tank, but that
itis not imperative, as it can be secured to
any other point of the wheel, which may

I'm going; to do'.'"

be deemed desirable In the accompany-
ing illustration, it is shown resting on the
tank. Wires lead fiom the two poles of
Hie battery into the cylinder through in-

sulating plugs and are run into tlie
cylinder in such a position that the point
aie very near together, so near, in lact,
that an arc is formed and asparkpioduced
by either making or breaking the current
A circuit-makin- g device consisting of a
piece of insulating mateiial which may lie
attached to any suitable place on the
bicycle, is. Willi the two rontact points,
lei into one of the wires In this way
a normally bioken circuit io maintained

The circuit is alternately broken and com-
pleted by the forward and backward move-
ments of a circuit-makin- plate, which is
attached to a piston rod of the piston
within the first cylinder icferred to.
This plate is insulated from the rod upon
which It Is mounted by the use of or-

dinary insulating material.
Now as totlie operatio.t of the machine

The stopcock of tin- - pipe hailing from tlie
tank is turned ou sufficiently .to allow a
small stream of the fuel to flow into the
vaporizer Owing to the small inlet
partially closed, the fuel flows very slowly,
difl uses iUself over the surface of tlie spher-
ical distributor, aud then vaporizes within
the chamber formed by the upper hollow
portion of the vaporizer. Then the bicycle
is started, tlie iider pedaling in the ordi-
nary fashion until the necessary lotary
motion is imparted to the sprocket wheel,
and thence to the cylinder ami pinion This
imparls continuous movement to the piston
contained within the first cylinder, and
tlie piston moves back and rorth. alternately
takiugin a supply of vapor and discharging
the same Jut a- - soo.iastheuiwardstioke
of the piston is completed, and the supply
of vapor in the olinder exhausted into the
second cylinder, an electrical contact re-

sults. This causes the production of a spark
within the second cylinder, exploding the
vapor.

The o.pansive force thus obtained is
exerted upon the driving cylinder through
the medium of one or the pockets. This
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pocket is then exhausted through the pipe

and thence through the openings in the
pipe back into the vaporizer. The hot air
in transit from the pocket of the cylinder
mixes with the supply of cold an- - which
is drawn in thiough the open top of the
pipe. This mixture of hot and cold air
assists in the vaporization of the fuel that
has flowed into the vajrarizer from the
tank, and thus a continuous supply or
vapor for the first cylinder is maintained.

This makes it plain to be seen that by
the means described a continuous rotary
motion is supplied to the cylinder and
thence to the wheel of the bicycle. In this
way an even, aud, i desired, terrific
speed can be maintained until the supply
of vapotizable material is exhausted, or
the machine is stopped by the rider. The
cyclist can btop at his discretion, aud in
just the same way as if there was no motor
attachment to his wheel.

The H tiles, of the Office.
A story is told of a certain Southern au-

thor, who had a manuscript accepted by a
Northern periodical that only pays on
publication, but he has never had the
pleasure of seeing his production in print.
Finally he went North, and, getting hard-u-

called on the editor, who would neither
return his manuscript nor guarantee him a
day of publication. He repaired to his
hotel and wrote the editor a threatening
letter, in which he mentioned pistols, and
coffee, etc. Shortly after he was arrested
and taken to the station-hous- where he
remained all night. The next morning he
sent the following message to1 the editor:

"I didn't know the rules up here. For
heaven's sake come down and pay my
Tine, and take the manuscript as security."

"We cannot violatethc rules of our office.
We will pai- - your flue when we publish your
story. Wej wish you well." Atlanta Con-

stitution.

Her Good Point.
"I want a good likeness,' she told the

photographer.
"Of course,'' he said.
"But at the same time;'' she continued,"

"I naturally want the mot attractive rea-tur-

given special prominence.''
"Yes. yes,'' he returned. "Under those

circumstances we'd better make it a
portrait so as to get in nil of your

gown." Chicago Fost.

The Ghost of

BY CHARLES B. LEWIS.
Would you believe Chat so late as tlie year

1882 a fine clipper ship had to be sold for
a song and converted into a coal barge be--
cause of a ghost aboard which gave iter a
bad name? Such was the case.

The Nemo was a Clyde-bui-lt ship, aud
was launched in 1870. She was built for
and owned by Perry Joslyn, of Liverpool,
who was the owner of stv other all
voyaging to India or Australia. As a rule,
two or three men are killed and so many
more badly injured iu the building aud rig-
ging of a ship, but in the case of the Nemo

no man met with the scratch of a finger.
Tlie launch was the fairest or a score of
ships from the name yard, and when fully
rigged and ready for her maiden voyage
the new creation was said to be the hand-
somest vessel hailing from the gieat port.
A valuabiecargo was ready ror her, and the
owner had the luck to secure a skipper
In the person or Capt. Halpui, who had com-
manded half a dozen different ships and
never met with a serious accident. The
Nemo hud the nil neoT being a "lucky ship"
before her cargo was under hatches, and
that went Tar to giving her the. pick ortne
best seamen in the port. If she had been
a "Friday" ship one might have argued
that her was a uator.il sequin. e,
but T have told you that "verything was in
her favor all the way around.

We got to sea one day In a way to please
all hands, and inside of twenty-fou- r hours
we round the craft to be u witch Tor
.sailing When she got settled down to her
pace shei showed thespeadofa steainer.and
carried favorable winds for the first
days out. Then, one night at 10 o'clock,
the breeze died away until the Nemo lost
steerage-way- , and it was at 11 o'clock
that the ghost was first heard of. A
man named Charles Jones was on watch
on the bows at that hour. He wis a
sober, dignified man, and the best sea'
man of the crew. As thhd mate of the
ship I had the watch at that time, while
the captain and the other mates wcie
lounging about on the fore and main
decks Of a sudden Jones screamed out
and came ruifhing aft in a state of great
excitement. Hewasinsuchastateofal.um
that it was five minutes before he could
relate ids story. He was pacingto and fro,
he said, keeping a bright lookout aud not
thinking of anything in particular, when
he suddenly found something walking be-

side him lie heard no step or sound, but a
'something'' stood shoulder to shoulder
with him. It wasn't exactly a man, nor
yet was it a shadow. The sailor relt its
breath on his cheek and turned to seize
It, but the "something laughed at him
and glided away. I was greatly provoked
with the man and charged him with having

slept on his post, though I knew that I

did him injustice in thi. It was a cloudy
niglit, with the moon breaking through now
and then, and I contended that his "some
thing" was but a shadow ami ordered him
back to his post. Nothing further hap-
pened that night, and the next morning the
captaincalled theold man aftand gave hirn

to understand that if he saw or lelt any
more ghostly visitors it would be bad for
him. The crew would talk the matter over
and side with Jones, but that anything
farther would be seen of the "something"
no man believed.

Four nights later and two hours after
midnight, while the ship was making a
good eight knots per hour and everything
was going smoothly as the first mate had
the deck, the entire ship was aroused by
something which happened In the deck-
house There were eight or nine men
sleeping there, and a iaan from the
watch on deck went in to his chest to
get a plug of tobacco. The slush lamp
had been turned down so that the place
was but dimly lighted The man was
bending over his chest when something
seized him ma clammy embrace and forced
him to tlie floor. He thought it was one
of the crew playing him a tnck, hut he
scrambled up to find them all in their
bunks and to see a shadow glide away
The sailor setup a shout, the watch below
turned out, and presently everybody was
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on deck and excitement reigned fore and
aft. In return for his story the sailor
got a dose of rope's end, though after the
flogging he still maintained that he had
been hugged by a ghost. Ou the quarter-
deck we explained it away by saying that
the dud was nervous, hut every man for-

ward believed his statements and was
satisfied that the ship was haunted. We
thought it the best policy to treat the
affair with contempt, and although we
could not help but notice how the men hung
together iu pairs after night had come we
gave the matter no attention. When ten
days had gone by and nothing more had
turned up we looked upon the ghost as a
good joke, and tlie two men who had seen
it were the butt of ridicule.

At 1 o'clock of a certain morning, the
breeze being small and the night without
a moon, though faiily light, tlie lirst mate
stood looking to windward over the port
quarter at what he believed was a sail.
His watch were all wide awake, and he
could hear the footsteps or the man on the
lookout as he paced to and fro. The man
had been standing still for perhaps five
minutes when he felt a 1 and laid on his
arm, an icy breath on hiscl.eek. and. as he
wheeled about, there was the sound of low
laughter. To his surprise and consterna-
tion no one was visible His impression
as lie turned was that one of the ether
ofricers had softly apprcached him to teat
his nerve, Themanatthehelm was nearest
.o him, but he could not be of
having left his post to play a uick on
hisorricer. In fact, no sailrr aboard would
have dared to take such a liberty. For a
few seconds the mate was as sure that
he had a human being to deal with as that
he lived, but when he found nothing berore
him, and yet heard the mocking laughter,
as ir some one were moving away, his
flesh began to creep. Going back to the
binnacle he said to tlie man at the wheel.

"Williams, have you seen or heard any-

thing queer?"
"Con I speak out, sir?" asked the man,

who betrayed excitement in his voice.
"Yes, of course. What did you see?"
"I seen sunthin' like a shudder beside

you, sir, and I hettrd a laugh that never
came from the throat of a human being.

It's a ghost, sir, and this is a doomed ship."
The mate d and

to make light of the affair, as it was
politic to do, but though the man was
reduced to 6ilence, it was evident that

f
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he was fully satisfied that a spook was
aboard. Next morning tlie mate re-

lated his experience to the cabin, and a
utJ was a ,,iau wlle Wul coul' l nob he
questioned, no one brought ridicule to
bear. Ou the contrary, taking it as an
accepted fact that a ghost hud hem
felt, ir not seen, by three different per-
sons, we began fishing for some natural
and plausible reason to account Tor the
thing. Were the men depressed in
spirit? Had they over-eaten- ? Did each
one sleep for the moment? Was the
icy breath a sudden puff of wind, and
was the laughter tlie creaktt.g of bulk-
heads nx the ship lirted or fell? We ar-
gued It out thut it must be something
or the sort, but the men forward I.ad
their own ideas, and were very iwiuh
cowed and put out. However, as hi the
previous Instances, the passage t Uihu
worked something of a cure. We were
bound for Australia, ami we ltad
stretched away into the Indian Ocean,
and weeks had gone by before we goC
another scare. 'Ibis time it cam- - the
captain liimeif. At 10 wVM'k as
night he sat reading in Hi c.tftn, vhen
a chill suddenly passed o.er him. and ho
felt two ice-ol- d bands on his neck. Io
was as if a stromr man bail our. .a
thuiiihs on thp tl-- nr th..
neck, aud clutched the threat with liii
fingers.

Capt. Halpin started up and shook Wa
assailant off and turned to strike him.
His idea was that the crew bad n.utined
aud one or tlie men had stolen in to teho
him. No person was there, tint a if in
atiswer to the captain's oath of astonish-
ment there was the same low, cynical
laughter heard by the others. His stMe-roo- m

door was standing open, and had been
for two hours, but the laughter dieOaway
iu that direction and the door closed. The
captain came on deck and called me and
whispered that a man had passed into Ma
stateroom. Together we enterert and
made search, and of course, foowd
No man could have been more upset. Bis
experience had been even more trying
than the ot tiers, aud all his arguments Had
been torn to shreds. .Something hnd
gripped him, though no marks were Ielt
to prove it Some one or something had
laughed, though the captain was all jiTohc
in his cabin.

1 promised Capt. Halpin not to say a
word, even to my brother of fleer, and he
certainly did not mention the matter, ki6
somehow the particulars of the incident
Kaked out in a day or two. an I during
the remainder of the voyage, Hough the
ghost did not appear again, it was Um
hardest kind of work to maintain iffsd-plib- e

When we reached riydney at last
every man of the crew cut and rt.a, and
such queer stories were put in ciieiilatfiju
that the Nemo bad hard work to snip a
crew for the return voyige. A broiicu
leg sent me to the hospital and she aHid
without me, but 1 kept myself, posted is
to the Khost. Midway between Australia
and the Cape the first mate Had his
throat clutched by cold and unseen ftands
as he lay m his bunk one evening, and
two nights later the same thing happened
to "i man in the deckhouse While disci-
pline was upset and things in a bad state
the trouble would have passed away if
the ghost tad not played his on the
man at the wheel a revs aigljts subse-
quently Every man forward thea de-

clared his determination to quit the slip,
aud they had provisioned two boats and
were about to lower them when a man-of-w- a

r hove i n sight.
A signal of distress brought her along,

and you can judge bow the min.K of tt
men were affected when I ay that they
preferred going aboard the
irons to returning to duty. Enorgn men
were spared to work the ship tonne, and
though the ghost remained quiet there waa
an uncanny feeling with all. For four
weeks after loading for India the Nemo
could not ship a man. The ghost bnsincs
had got into the newspapers and Me
stories were circulated in the tavmns-- ,

and though men would have taken their
chance? In a leaky ship they fought clear
of spocks A crew was at last secured by
paying extra wages, but after the Nemo
had been out seventeen days the grosthiid
its ccid hands on one of the men aud tbo
entire crew, led by the third mate, aban-
doned the ship at sea Tre captain and
the two mates stood by her and eventually
got her Into a port, but her reputation was
blad forever The case was laul before
all sorts of men. and scoffers and believers
alike visited the ship in search of a clue.
Plenty of deductions and conclusions wero
arrived at. but they satisfied only a cer-
tain few. After many months the Ncmo-loade-

at Liverpool for a South Amerkau
port, and her crew- - was composed en- -

tirely of Germans fresh from a China voy-- '

age. ;

Not one had ever heard of her troubles-- ,

but they were fated to find out for then-selve- s.

A week after sailing the ghost
appeared as lively as ever, and again
the crew put off and lert her in charge of
her officers. She was a doomed ship, ami
her owner did the wisest thing possible by
selling her at the best price he conld get
As a coal barge she was never troubled
again by the ghost, though why it showlditfc

have continued aboard no one can telL
You can form your own theories and draw
your own conclusions of the whole affair,
i botheied with it for several years.

to get at some satisfactory ehHirife.
tion, but It remains a mystery Wi. If
there had been no ghost the ship would
not have been twice abandoned and finally
sold for a fifth of her cost, and that swell

was the case there are a hundred news-

paper articles to prove Indeed, the hulk
is In commission today, and is a!wayn
pointed out as the "ghost slip."

Illue Moons and Green Sniis-"On- ce

in a blue moon'' is a saying
which is not merely a Tancifnl expres-KH- i
for extreme rarity, but appears t e
founded on Tact. Blue raooa-- are very
rarely seen, however, much more rately
than blue or green suns. The piesent
writer was fortunate enonsh to see a
blue moon several years ago. about the
time when tla atmosphere was supposed to
be impregnated with the dust of the Kra-kat-

eruption. The color was like that or
a hedge-sparrow-'s egg, a pale, rather
greenish blue, and It gradually died away
in some minutes after he rirst caught sight
ot it. Blue, or rather green, suns were ob-

served at Madras and elsewhere aboutthat
time. A green sun was observed atsuntho
by Hicks Fnshainthe Soudan just before

the destruction of his army A blue sun
was seen at sunset on July "8 last oft
Capo Stat. Norway, by Capt. Salveson.of,
the Ellida London Tit-Bit- s.

A "Wsir-Tim- e Helle.
An amusing relic or the civil war is in

the possession of a young woman, into
wjiose father's hinds It fell some years
ago with other effects of a Sotitlern rela-

tive.
At the time of the siege of Mobile tro

women or the city were busy for many
hours making bags to be filled with saud..
The young ladies in one popular boarding
school not only made such bags, but dec-

orated them with mottoesinsilkorworsted.
The relic Tef erred to was one of the bags

sent out from this school, and beam
in faded blue the unpunctuated device.
"Gpd save the South from Harriet Brcwn.
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